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This paper aims to analyze the current trends and tendencies
in education assistance programs instituted in developing
countries and provide a critique outlining unintended negative
consequences especially in regard to the solidification of social and
class divides.

In response to international pledges to provide universal basic
education as outlined in initiatives such as Education for All
(EFA) and the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
governments of developing nations have been urged to establish or
develop education systems to absorb all school-aged children into
basic education, a process that has been underway since the
1990’s.

In accordance with the spread of compulsory formal education,
a new challenge has emerged relating to class mobility. Rather
than equalizing opportunities, it appears there is an emerging
tendency for entrenchment of a pattern which sees children in
urban areas receiving access to higher quality school education
than those in rural areas.

This paper seeks to examine the emerging tendencies toward
uneven quality of educational opportunities between urban and
rural areas with a particular focus on the case of Lao PDR which
has been engaged in education development measures in
partnership with international aid institutions.
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