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Research Trends on the Second Shanghai Incident
of 1937:
Achievements of the Past Two Decades in Japan,
Taiwan, and China

MOCHIZUKI Toshihiro
Faculty of Social Sciences
Toyo Eiwa University

This paper focuses on research achievements in Japan, Taiwan,
and China relating to the Second Shanghai Incident, which broke out
between Japan and China from summer to autumn in 1937. In
particular, by illuminating the political, diplomatic, and military
policies of the Nanking government side, it aims to introduce research
content, perspectives, and arguments, and add some observations.

During the past two decades, research relating to the Second
Shanghai Incident has been advanced by many empirical studies
based on historical documents recently made public. Compared with
the progress in studies of the Sino-Japanese War in general, the
topic has not generated strong interest in Japan. On the other hand,
in Taiwan, research has accumulated over a considerable period, and
in China research on the Second Shanghai Incident has recently
made rapid progress in the context of vigorous domestic debate.

With regard to research perspectives, since the main emphasis in
Japan, Taiwan, and China is to view the Second Shanghai Incident
as part of the wider Sino-Japanese War, military history remains the
foundation, but research is also being published in broader areas,
from politics and diplomacy to society and economy. Moreover, as far
as the Second Shanghai Incident is concerned, scholars in Taiwan
and China share a high evaluation of each other’s work. However,
with regard to the political and military strategies the Nanking
government and Chiang Kai-shek in the Second Shanghai Incident,
the two sets of scholars hold fundamentally different opinions.

Primarily because of the particular historical and political
background, clarification of the early period of the Sino-Japanese
War, and not simply the Second Shanghai Incident, is a difficult



enterprise. What is now called for from Japanese, Taiwanese, and
Chinese scholars is research that is further removed from ideology
and is conducted from a variety of perspectives, empirical research
based on the unearthing of new primary materials, and research
on the Sino-Japanese War that uses primary-source materials in
each other’s language (Japanese and Chinese). In addition, from
now on, a consideration of how to advance Sino-Japanese War
research that acknowledges the subjecthood of the Chinese side (in
other words, the Nanking government side) will be an important
task facing researchers in Japan.



