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The Rise and Characteristics of the New Radical Right in the
Netherlands

OYAMA Tomo

The rise of the new radical right in Western European political parties started in the late 1980s and
is now expanding across Europe. While causes of the rise of the new radical right vary in each county,
a common characteristic of many radical right parties is their exclusive stance toward the immigration
issue. Has the expanding support for these radical right parties across Europe resulted from an
increasing sense of xenophobia among European citizens against immigrants? Or has it resulted from
the radical right parties’ usual tactic of gaining public support by expressing negative opinions on the
immigration issue in order to acquire political legitimacy?

This paper aims to clarify the rise of the radical right in the Netherlands in and after 2000.
Focusing on two parties, Lijst Pim Fortuyn and Partij voor de Vrijheid, the study identifies
characteristics of the radical right in Netherlands. Especially, it reviews and examines changes in Dutch
society, including globalization and the expansion of the EU since the 1990s, in order to trace structural
changes in the Dutch political system and examine the ways in which such changes are linked to the
rise of the radical right.

The paper also examines causes of the expansion of public support for the new radical right: why
it has been able to gain public support by proclaiming itself to be anti-immigration and anti-Muslim,
despite the fact that most radical right candidates have historically been avoided by most citizens
and treated as fringe candidates since the Second World War. In addition, the paper clarifies how the
immigration issue in Dutch society has affected the radical right and how the radical right has gained
the support of voters, including the arguments used by the radical right to acquire political legitimacy

for its anti-immigration and anti-Muslim stance.
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