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Class Plan of the Manchurian Incident

MIYAZAKI Masayasu

The purpose of this article is to help junior high school students understand the age when the
Manchurian Incident occurred.

The Kwantung army responsible for the defense of Manchurian railway caused the Manchurian
Incident. Not only the Kwantung army but also the majority of the military felt strong dissatisfaction
with domestic affairs and the diplomacy of the Hamaguchi Cabinet. The Hamaguchi Cabinet returned to
the gold standard at the time when the World Economic Crisis had occurred, and as a result the Showa
era panic became intense. The unemployed increased while the Showa era panic was deteriorating,
workers’ salaries decreased, and the incomes of farmers had decreased especially. In the military, there
were many drafted farmers. It was transmitted to the military that farmers’ lives were very severe from
these recruits,and the military came to have a strong criticism of the economic policy of the Hamaguchi
Cabinet.

Moreover, the Hamaguchi Cabinet took the policy of international cooperation that cooperated
with America and Europe in diplomacy. However, the military thought that America and Europe were
trying to rule Asia,and tried to limit the military force in Japan.

Consequently it became impossible to oppose America and Europe by the policy of international
cooperation of the Hamaguchi Cabinet.

The Kwantung army thought that they were able to oppose America and Europe by occupying the
whole of Manchuria, and enlarging the financial strength and the military force in Manchuria based on
the plan of Japan. In addition, the Kwantung army thought that it would become easy to live for the
farmers, and the development of Manchuria would be possible, if farmers who had decreased their
incomes sharply in the Showa era panic were made to migrate to Manchuria.

It is not easy at all to make junior high school students understand the age over which powers of
the world fought using military force like this. However, it is thought that junior high school students’
understanding will advance and they will come to be able to discuss this age if an appropriate teaching
material is given. This article presents such an appropriate teaching material and proposes the method
of teaching to junior high school students.
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