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The Era When Human Bodies are Treated
as Resources

by KAGAWA Chiaki

In October 2021, it was reported that an experiment to transplant a
genetically modified pig kidney to a human was successful at the Langone
Transplant Institute of New York University in Manhattan, New York,
USA. This xenotransplantation experiment encapsulates various problems
surrounding humans in modern medicine. Among these problems, I will
discuss topics such as the deceptiveness of the concept of brain death, how
human bodies are treated as resources, the modern social system of pack-
aging knowledge that makes utilization of these resources possible, the
courage to fail in the process of developing transplants, and the creation
of new biological materials by genetic modification. This paper will point
out the need for social discussions about the current state of technology
and its future.
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