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WEFICE ST, HOMDOAL ORABEICH D e 2 L ILKHiRTH
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BRAES ) THAMGES o X 9o, Mgl di < 2 o fih 2 M2 HE L T
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ZOMEEE, MEEEZEHT 2 &) RHEEEZFOTCWS, 2L TIOA,
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72HBED O REE L OO LRI Z s T, AAES &GS &
OWMMIAZ S, MiVAHE & T™REDORE, Lic, MAGEZMEL
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MEERAREWICEECH 20 I 3RIEORICE o N W EEZ L, LAY
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TH, ZORFRIEMHTH S, 7L 213 TEVHT A 2B F R DRILER
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4.1. 55 1 BekE
HATRYNC TX L7 Xy 2885 2/ L 70 3R EEEOEEE
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% (HA 1996, 386 2H),
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b D (IUAEIE 1965) 23 55, Ziud MiERA Y = v Mg (BIEHR
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19761) DIBHRHHIL S N7z 05, Z DRI O ITIE TF LA A v 2 T
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13



M (FAATAT 2) T ) BRITEDTHS, 77 AR,
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(=Y 7—51991, 88, THLEH),
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Ty, (F) FZEOFHENELICHY > TWEDRIITH S,
B S (B FVUTAERTD S fib o i d s MEtic HwrEans
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IN—=H—bx Y 7T—FTEHEMRIC, TLIZH ¥ — g T (1907-55
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Ay 2 FI o> DRy icfilin 2 25, DEYAICIE, 2o S
ERBERIZOODP L TnBE EEZIGNS, ThbLE I FHiE b -
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Re-reading The Epic of Gilgamesh:

Perspectives from Ancient Views of Life and Death into the Future

by Kazuko WATANABE

The ‘Standard Version’ of The Epic of Gilgamesh, which is conjectured
to have been established in the 11 century BC in Ancient Mesopotamia, orig-
inally consisted of eleven tablets, not twelve. It was well known in Mesopo-
tamia that when a story was written on a set of tablets, the end of each tablet
would have had a ‘catch-line’ identical to the first line of the next tablet. We
can find these ‘catch-lines’ on each tablet of this epic showing us which tab-
let should follow.

It is easy to interpret the epic as the unsuccessful journey of Gilgamesh,
as M. Eliade did in his book: Histoire des croyances et des idées religieuses
1, 1976, 92. However, the ‘Standard Version’ of the epic was, in the present
author’s view, a unique literary piece in which the editor seems to have con-
cealed a number of devices, tricks, and riddles. The first step in solving the
riddles seems to be to recognize the six lines at the end of the 11th tablet as
‘catch-lines’, which become a clue to decoding the message indicating that
one should back to the same wording on the 1st tablet, in the preface written
by the editor. This means that one must read the story repeatedly, always go-
ing back to the beginning, in order to identify and solve the riddles step by
step in a continual reading of the whole work.

The epic was probably a special piece that functioned primarily as a
text book for the long-term training of the asipu, the Mesopotamian shaman,
and his professional circle of colleagues and candidates for aSipu, such as
scribes, diviners, and physicians. Secondly, the epic which has been beloved
by many as a popular work until our time, would have been helpful in the
individuation process of human beings, as Rivkah Scharf Kluger has argued:
“In the hero myth in particular, there is one character, the hero, who is the

actor in a continuous sequence of events. The hero can, therefore, be consid-

27



ered as the anticipation of a development of ego-consciousness, and what he
goes through in the myth as an indication of the process of moving toward
the wholeness which is implicit and innate in the psyche; in the individual,
the individuation process” (R. S. Kluger, The Archetypal Significance of Gil-
gamesh: A Modern Ancient Hero, 1991, 17).
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