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A Study of Teaching Christianity in a Christian University
— From the Viewpoint of the Cooperation between Christianity and Humanism —

MIKAMI Akira

The purpose of this article is, first, to show my basic idea of Christiantiy and how I applied it in
teaching Introduction to Christianity which is a mandatory subject for first-year students at Toyo Eiwa
University and, second, to examine its adequateness of my efforts.

My basic idea of Christianity is that, among many other elements of Christianity, being a Christian
is by far the most important one, because without the existence of Christians such other elements as
Church buildings, Bibles, hymns and clerical institutions will become meaningless. If anyone claims
that he or she is a Christian, it is necessary to examine what kind of Christian he or she is. Therefore
the definition of being a Christian becomes very important. My definition of being a Christian is
being a good person to the extent that one partakes of something of divine goodness and continually
endeavours to foster it so that it is always growing towards the supreme goodness who is God Himself.
In other words a Christian is a good person in the way that he or she courageously faces the problems
in the society and take actions according to his or her own conscience.

The following topics are dealt with in order to examine how my idea of being a Christian may be
applied to and how much adequate it is.

1 Christian religion as one of the world religions.

2 Manifold images of Jesus in the human history and the present time.

3 A Christian as a good person in the meaning of one who partakes of divine goodness.

4 The constraint of desires: how are needless desires constrained?

5 The causes of wars: why do wars happen? why don’t they vanish?

6 The analysis of violence: why do men resort to violence?
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Ave Maria, gratia plena, Hail Mary, full of grace,

Maria, gratia plena, Mary, full of grace,
Mary, full of grace,
Hail, Hail, the Lord

The Lord is with thee.

Maria, gratia plena,
Ave, Ave, Dominus,

Dominus tecum.

Benedicta tu in
mulieribus, et benedictus,
Et benedictus fructus
ventris (tui),

Ventris tui, Jesus.

Ave Maria!

Blessed art thou among
women, and blessed,
Blessed is the fruit of
thy womb,

Thy womb, Jesus.

Hail Mary!
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