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The Purges of Kono Ichiro and Miki Bukichi

Hiroshi MASUDA

This article aims to disclose the reality of the purges of Kono Ichiro, the Chief Secretary
of the Liberal Party, and Miki Bukichi, the Chairman of the Excutive Board, on June 20,
1946. The stated reason was that both of them were militaristic and ultra-nationalistic
dietmen in the pre-war period. They, however, resisted the militaristic atmosphere with
the rise of the army and made efforts towards defending Japan's democratic system in the
1930s and the first half of '40s.

In fact, Kono and Miki won their seats in the House of Representatives election without
governmental recognition in 1942 during the Pacific war period. Then, why were they
purged? Isittrue that the GS (Government Section) in the GHQ unfairly excluded them or
that Narahashi Wataru, the Secretary General of the Shidehara Cabinet, made a plot to
purge them in order to stop the formation of Hatoyama Cabinet?

Unexpectedly, it has turned out that new prime minister Yoshida Shigeru intervened
between the GS and the Public Service Examination Committee in the process of screening
Kono and Miki and he played a great role in purging them.

The purpose of this article is to clarify these new facts through an analysis of the GS

files and other documents.
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