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Why Are Women Employed?
Estimation Results of Household Production Tells
the Reason.

HASEGAWA Kaori

Summary

We consider the various causes for the resignation of female employees from
the labor markets in Japan. We estimate employment probabilities in two female
groups: university graduates and the under-senior high school graduates in all age
groups. The results show that two factors are important in both groups, the number of
young children and age. For women in their thirties and forties, the probability of
employment is considerably higher in the under-senior graduates group than among
university graduates.

To determine an explanation for this, we compare the productivities of
household production and market wage rate of females. By estimating the parameters
of the production function where the inputs consist of family time and market goods,
we suggest new microeconomic estimates of productivity in household production.
The result shows that productivity in household production is higher among non-

regular employees than regular employees.
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